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urnve him as a statesman. One of ftcling as such: Gcni. Bibcock, Porter, Badeau resignation on the part of the through which his dictatorship may
be maintained.

nothing le thlkn war b ki
,

prerojr8,five In detUnce or tht distinctive priucl
pie ot republican government, first cm

will judge it, and blot it out as an
example.

There have been throughout his-

tory corrupt characters in official
station, but, whether in ancient or
modern times, the testimony is con-

stant against the taking of gifts,
and nowhere with more force than
io our Scriptures, where it is said,
"Thou shalt not wrest judgment,
thou shalt not respect persons,
neither take a gift: for a gift doth
blind the eyes of the wise." (Deu-tsronom-

xvi, 19.) Hero is the in-

hibition and also the reason which
slight observation shows to be true.
Does not a gift blind the eyes of the
wise ? The influence of gift is re-

presented by Plutarch .in the life of
a Spartan king :

"For hr thuiiKttt tliose wuyt of inlriinj(
mm by ft'11 "U1 I'rt'xcntu winch ollit-- i Mna
dw, Uuliouf"' oi'l luartitit-.ittl- , anil il st'i nn-- d u
turn to he lb uioat nolile l ami must suita-
ble to a king to win tlu- - allW-timi- ol thti.-M- ' that

sion to any semblance of bargain
and sale or bribery in the public
service.

The case of our President is ex
ceptionul. Notoriously he has taken
gitts while in the public service
some, at least, aficr bo had been
elected President until "the Galena
tanner of a tew hundred dollars
year," to borrow the words of mv
colleague (Mr. Wilson), one of bis
supportors, is now rich in bouses,
latuis, ami stock, above his salary,
neing probably the President
since (xeorge Washington. Notori
ously he has appointed to his Cabinet
several among these "Greeks bearing
gilts, without seeming to see the
indecorum, it not the indecency, of
the transaction. At least two, if
not throe, of these Greeks, having
on known position in the Republi
can party or influence in tbo country,
have been selected as his counselors
in national affairs, and heads of great
departments of Government. Again
do I repeat the 'words of our Scrip
tures : A gilt doth blind the eyes
of the wise." Airuin, the words of
Washington: "If I accepted this,
should I not liencelorward bo con
sidered a dependent?"

Nor does the case of the first
Secretary of State differ in character
from the other three. Tne President
lecling unucr personal obligation to
Mr. Washbiirno for important sup
port, gave him a complimentary
nomination, with the understanding
that after continuation he should
torthwith resign. I cannot forjret
the indignant comment of the lale
.V r. Fesseiuleu as we passed out of
the Senate l hamber, immediately
after the confirmation : "Who, "said
he, ' ever heard before of a man
nominated Secretary of Slate mere-
ly as a compliment." But this is
only another case of the public
service .subordinated to personal
consnieral ions.

Not only iu the Cabinet' hut in
other offices there is reason to be
iieve that the President has been
under the influence of patrons. Why
was he so blind to Thomas Murphy?
The Custom-hous- e of New York,
with all its capacity as a political
engine was handed over to his
agent, whose want of recognition in
the Republican party was outbalan-
ced by Presidential favor, and whoso
gilts have become notorious. And
wnen the demand tor his removal
was irresistible the President ac-

cepted his resignation with an effu-

sion of sentiment natural toward a
patron, but without .justification in
the character of the retiring officer.

Thus much for gift-taking- , recip-
rocated by office. The instance is
original and without precedent in
our history.

THE PRESIDENCY A PERQUISITE.
1 have now completed the survey

of the two typical instances nepo-
tism and gift taking official!- - com-
pensated in which we are compelled
to see the President. In these things
he shows himself. Here is no por-
trait drawn by critic or enemy ; it
is ilie original who stands forth, say-in-

"Behold the generosity 1 prac-
tice to my relations at the expense
of 'he public service; also the gifts I

take, and then my w'ay of reward-
ing the patrons always at the ex
pense of the public service." In
this "pen exhibition we see how the
Presidency, instea 1 ot a trust has
become a perquisite. Bad as arc
these two capital instances, and im
portant as is their condemnation, so
that they may not become a pre
cedent, I dwell on them now as il-

lustrating the Administration. A
President that iau do such things and
not tecognise at once the error he
has committed, shows that supererni-nenc- o

of egotism, under which the
Constitution, International Law, and
municipal law, to say nothing of Re-

publican Government in its primary
principles, are all subordinated to
the presidential will, and this is per-
sonal government. Add an insensi-
bility to the honest convictions of
others, and you have a characteris
tic incident of this pretension.

INSTANCES.

Lawyers cite what, are (tailed
"leading cases.'' A lew of these
show tho Presidential will iu con-

stant operali n with little regard to
precedent or reason, so as to be a
caprice, if it, were not a pretension.
Imitating the Popes m nepotism,
the President bus imitated them iu
ostentali us assumption ot iiilalibili- -

THE PKEsIHENT'h l.NAIJOt UAL AI'llKKSS.

Other Presidents have entered
upon their high office with a certain
modesty and distrust. Washington
in his Inaugural Address declared
his "anxieties," nfso his sense ol
"the magnitude and difficulty of the
iru.-l- " 'awakening a distrustful
scrutiny info bis qualifications."
Jefferson in his famous Inaugural,
so replete with political wisdom,
afftir declaring bis "sincere

tiiat the task is above
his talents," says .

I approach it with those anxious and awful
presenillll.Mits Willcll tile greatness of the al'ge
Willi llle Weakness of lit y powers so jllsliy in-
spire." "and I liuiiiUle my-
self belore tiie magnitude of the undertaking ' '

Our soldiers, absolutely untried in
civil life, entirely anew man, entei-m- g

upon the suhliinesl duties, be'-for-

which Washington and Jefferson
had shrunk, said m his Inaugural :

"The responsibilities of the position
I feel, but (teceit them without tear.'''
Great predecessors, with ample pre-
paration for tic responsibilities, had
shrunk inu k with fear. He had
none. Either he did not see the
responsibility or the Ciesar began
to stir iu his bosom, lu either case
he was disqualified.

ILLKUAI. MILITARY Ml .NCI AT F.XKCL 1 IE
M ANSION .

The military spirit which failed in the
effort to et aside a fundamental law as if
it were a transient order, was mure suc-

cessful at the Executive Mansion, which
at once assutimd.the character of military
headquarters. To the dishonor of the
civil service and iu total disiegard to pre-
cedent, the President surrounded himself
with officers of the iiriny. and substituted
military forms lor those of civil life, de-

tailing for this service members of his
late staff. The enrlie.--t public notice of
this military occupation appeared iu The
Daily Morning Chronicle of March 8,
1W.H, understood to be the official orirau
of the Administration:

"President Grant was not at the White House
yesterday, but tne following members of his
st&S were occupying the Secretaries' rooms and

his unhesitating supporters, my col
league, (Mr. Wilson), in a a speech
intended to commend him lor re
election, says :

"Bfor the war we knew nothing of Oram
Mr was earning few hundred dollars ft year in
tunning; hides in ttalena.

By the war he passed to be Presi
dent ; and such was his preparation
to goveru the ijreat Kepublio, malt
ing it an example to mankind. Thus
he learned to deal with all questions
domestic aid foreign, whether of
peace i t war, to declare constitution-
al law and international law and to
administer the vast appointing pow
er, creating Cabinet officers, judges
foreign ministers, and au uncounted
army of officeholders.

DUTY TO MAKE KXPOSURE.

Pardon me if I repeat that it is ray
duty to make this exposure, spread
ing before vou the prools ot that
personal government, which will
only pass without censure when it
passes without observation, insist-
ing upon the President
c hallenges inquiry and puts himself
upon the country. But even if his
pressure for did not
menace the tranquility ol the coun-
try, it is important that personal
pretensions he has set up should he
exposed, that no President hereafter
may venture upon such ways and no
Senator presume to defeud them.
The case is clear as noon.

TWO TYPICAL INSTANCES.

In opening this catalogue 1 select
two typical instances, nepotism and
gift-takin- g otHeially compensated,
each absolutely indefensible in the
head of a Republic, most pernicious
in example, and showing beyond
ijuestion that surpassing egotism of
pretension which changed the Presi-
dential oflice into a personal instru-
mentality, not unlike the trunk of an
elephant, apt for all thing-'- , small as
well as great, from provision for a
relation to forcing a treaty on a
re lU'tanl Senate or forcing a re-

election on a reluctant people.
NKI'OTlsM OF THE PRESIDENT.

Between these two typical instan-
ces 1 hesitate which to place fore--

ist, but since the nepotism of the
President is a ruling passion, reveal- -

n. g the primary instincts of his
nature; since it is maintained by him
in utter unconsciousness of its offen-
sive character; since instead of blush-
ing for it is an unhappy mistake h)
continues to uphold it; since it has
bien openly defended by Senators
on ilus floor, and since no true pa-
triot, anxious lor republican institu-
tions can doubt that it ought to be
diiven with hisoing and scorns from
ail possibility of repetition, I begin
w:tii this undoubted abuse.

There has been no call of Con-
gress for a return of the relations
holding ortice, stipend, or money-makin- g

opportunity under the Presi-
dent. The country is left to the
press fir information on this im-
portant subject. If there is any ex-

aggeration the President is in fault,
since knowing the discreditable al-

legations he has not hastened to
furnish the precise facts,or at least his
partisans have failed in not calling
lor the otTicial information. In the
mood which they have shown in this
Chamber it is evideut that any reso-
lution calling for it moved by a
Senator not known to be fir his re-

election would meet with epposition,
and an etibrt to vindicate republi- -

.OJL .1can institutions wouiu ne uenounceu
as an on the President. But
the newspapers have placed enough
beyond question for judgment on
this extraordinary case, although
thus far there has been no attempt
lo appreciate it, especially in the
lig it ol history.

One !i- -t makes the number of
be.ioficiarios as many as 42 being
probably every known person allied
to tbo President by blood or mar-

riage. Persons seeming to speak
for the President, or at least after
careful inquiries, have denied the
accuracy ot this list, reducing it to
lo. It will not be questioned that
there is at least a baker's dozen in
this category l.'J relations of the
President billeted on the country,
not one of whom but tor this rela
tionship would have been brought
forward, tho whole constituting a
case of nepjtism not unworthy of
those .worst governments where
office in a family possession.

Beyond the list of I'i are other
revelations, showing that this
strange abuse did not stop with the
President's relatives, but that these
relations obtained appointments for
others iu their circle, so that every
relation became a center of influence,
while the Presidential family ex-
tended infinitely.

Only one President has appointed
relations, and that was.fohn Adams;
but he found public opinion, in-

spired by the example of Washing-
ton, so strong against it that after a
slight experiment he replied to an
applicant, "You know it impossi-
ble for mo to appoint my own rela
tions to anything without drawing
forth a torrent of obloquy." (Letter
to Benjamin Adams, April 2, 1799;
John Adam's Works, Vol. vii., p
(Ml.) liio judgment ot the country
fiuiid voice in Thomas Jefferson,
who, in a letter written shortly after
ic3 became President, used these
strong words : "Mr. Adams degrade-
d. hiiuaAf infinitely by his conduct
on this subject." But John Adams,
besides transferring bis son, John
Q iiucy Adams, from one diplomatic
post to another, appointed only two
relatives. Pray, Sir, what words
would Jotlersou use if he were here
it speak on the open and multifa-
rious nopitisni of our President?

UUT TAKINO OFFICIALLY COMPENSATED.
Krom one typical abuse I pass to

another. From a dropsical nepo-
tism swollen to elephantiasis, which
nooo.sy can ueleu.t, 1 pass to gift-takin-

which with our President
has assumed an nnpre!edented
form. Sometimes public men even
in our country have taken gifts, but
it is not known that any President
before has repaid the patron with
ofhee. For a public nian to take
gifts is . reprehensible ; for a Presi
dent to select Cabinet eounsilors
and other officers among those
from whom he has taken gil'Ls is an
anomaly m Republican annals. Ob
serve, Sir, thaw 1 speak of it gently,
unwilling to exhibit the indignation
which- - auch a Presidential pretension
is oaicuiawsa io arouse. Tn country

anil llenl. '
This is to be regarded not only in it9

strange hlazonry ol presidential ore
tension, but also as the first apparition of
that minor Military, rang lu which the
President has lived ver since.

Thus installed, army officers became
secretaries of the Fresident, delivering
lus messages to botu nouses oi Congrecs,
and even authenticating presidential acts
as if they were military orders. '

Here,
for instance, is an official communication:

Execftivb March 15, 1869
To Robkkt Martin Doiiolas, Ksq.
Sin: You art! hereby appointed Assistant Pri-

vate Secretary to the President, to dale from
March, IS law. -

Ky order ot tin: President.
IIURAC.'K POUTEH.

lirevet Brigadier-Ovnera- l, Secretary.
Mark the words, "by order of the

President," and tlien the signature,
"Horace Porter, Brevet Brigadier Gen-
eral , Secretary . "

The Presidential pretention which I
exhibit on the simple tacts, beside being
of doiibtlul legality tc say the least, was
of evil example, demoralizing alike to
the military and civil service, and hii un-

doubted reproach to republican institu-
tions in that primary principle, announ-
ced by Jefferson in his first inaugural
address, "the supremacy of the civil
over the military authority." It seemed
only lo remain that the President should
sitrn his messages "Commander-in-Chi- ef

of the Army of .he United States."
Evidently a new order of things had ar-

rived...
Observe the mildness of my language

when I cull this Presidential pretension
of doubtful legality. The law shall speak
for itself. Obviously ii was Hie same for
our military Presided; as for his prede- -

ssors. and it. was recent also:
I he 1'res dent is herdiy authorized to ap

point u private secrclary ii au annual salary of
:l,.'iiHi, an assistant secreurv at an annual sala-

ry ol 2,5no, a short-han- d wriier at an annual
sal n y of $'2, Mm, a clerk uf pardons at an annu-
al salary of S'i.unu, and three clerks of Uie
l.iurih class. " Istuiues ut Large, Vol. xiv.,p. .'10.

It cannot be doubted that this provision
was more than ample, lor Congress. b- -

net of July :t, 1808, rinealed so much as
mthorized a clerk of pardons, and also
one of the three clcrksof the fourth class.
Therefore, there could be no necessity for
a levy of soldiers to ptnforin the dutiea of
Secretaries, and the conduct of the Presi
dent can be explained only by the sup-
position that he preferred ro tie surround
ed by army officers rather than civilians,
continuing in the Executive Mansion the
traditions of headquarters all of which,
though agreeable to him and illustrating
his character, was an anomaly ami a
scandal.

To a considerate and circumspect
Presidout, who recognized the law
in its spirit, as well as its lotter, this
provision, especially when re en-
forced by the earlier statute, would
have been a rule of action in anal
ogous cases, and therefore an insur
mountable obstacle to a pretension,
which takes Army officers from their
proper duties and makes them Pres
idential Secretaries. A later statute
adds to the obstacle. By act of
Congress of July 15, 1870, it is pro
vided :

Tlint it shall not be lawful for anv officer of
the Army of Ihe United states on the active list
to hold any civil oilitst.t wlMtber by election or
appointment, and auy such officer accepting or
exercising the fuotstions ol a civil office eball at
once cease to bo an officer tif the Army, and bis
commission suall be vacated there-hy.-

statules-at-L.arif- Vol. All., p. IMP.

It is difficult to imagine anything
plainer than these words. No army
officer not on the retired list can
hold any civil office; and then, to
enforce tho inhibition, it is provided
that in "accepting or exercising the
functions" of such office the com-missio- n

is vacated. Now, tho Hlu
Book, which is our political almanac,
has under the head of "Lxecutive
Mansion" a list of "Secretaries and
Clerks," beginning as follows:
"Secretaries, Gen. F. T. I)ent, Gen.
Horace Porter.Cen. O. E. Babcock,"
when, in fact, there are no such
officers authorized by law.

I dismiss this transaction as an
other instance of Presidential pre-
tension which, in tho interest of re-

publican government, should bear-rested- .

UNKFPL BLICAN SUBORDINATION OF THE

WAR DEPARTMENT TO THE
GENERAL-IN-CHIE-

From tho Lxecutive Mausion pass
now to the War Department, and
there we witness the same Presi-
dential pretensions by. which law,
usage, ami correct principle ace lost
in tho will of one man. The supre-
macy of the civil power over the
military is typified in the Secretary of
Wi.r,a civilian, from whom army offi-

cer receive orders. But this beauti-
ful rule, with its lesson of subordi-

nation to the military, was Buddenly
set aside by our President, and the
Secretary of War degraded to be a
clerk. The 5th of .March witnessed
a most important order from the
President.reconstituting the military
departments covering tho Southern
States, and placing them under of-

ficers of his choice, which purported
to be sigued by tho Adjutant General,
by command of the General of the
Army, but actually ignoring the
Secretary of War. Three days later
witnessed another order professing
to proceed from the President,where-b- y

in express terms the War De-

partment was subordiiited to the
General being William T.
Sherman, who at the tim was pro-

moted to that command. Here are
the words. "The chiefs of staff,
corps, departments, and bureaus will
report to and act under the immedi-
ate orders of the General command-
ing the army." This act of revolu-
tion, exalting the military power
above the civil, showed instant fruits
iu an order of the Genial, who,
upon assuming command, proceeded
to place the several bureau officers
ot the War Department upon his
military staff, bo that for the time
there was a military dictatorship
with the President as its head, not
merely in spirit, but in actual form.
By-an- d by John A. Rawlins, a
civilian by education and a respecter
of the Constitution, became Secre-

tary of War, and, though bound to
the President by personal ties, he
said "check to the By Gen-

eral Order, issued from the War
Department March 2G, 18b9, and
signed by the Secretary of War, the
offensive order was rescinded, and
il was enjoined that "all official busi-

ness which bv law or regulation re
quires the action of the President or

, . ... .- I L - 1.

Secretary ot war win ue . Buomiuea
by the chiefs of start, corps, depart-
ments, and bureaus to the Secretary
of War." Public report said that
this restoration ot the oivd power
to its rightful supremacy was hot
obtained without an intimation of

sioners were already seated, and thus '
through bun was tbe African race insult-
ed and their equal right denied, but tbePresident whoso commission be badborne, neither did nor Raid unything toright this wrong, and a few days later,
when entertaining the Commissioners at
the Kxecutive Mansion, actually forgot
tbe colored orator whose services be bad
sought. But this indignity is in unison
with the rest. Aftr Insulting the Black
Republic it is easy to see how natural it
was to treat with insensibility tbe repre-
sentatives of the African race.

DI TV Of THE KF.M BLICA.X PARTY. '

Here 1 stop, and now the question of
duty is present-- d to tbe Republican party.
I like that word. It is at the mandate of
duty that we must. act. Do the Presi-
dential pretensions merit the aanc ion of
the party? Can Republicans, without
departing from all obligations, whether
of party or patriotism, recognize our am-
bitious ( r as a proper repre-ntaiive-

i an we take the fearful responsibility of
lus prolonged empire? 1 put these ques-- !
ions solemnly, as a member of the Re-

publican party, with alt the earnestness
f a life devoted to the triumph of this

party, but which I served always wiih the
conviction that 1 gave up nothing that was
meant for country or mankind; out with
lie adoption of all these Presidential

pretensions, the party loses its distinctive
charaettr and drops from if s sphere. Ira
. reed ceases to be Republicanism and be-
comes (iraiitism. It is no longer a
political party but a perianal party. For
myself, 1 say openly, 1 am no man's
man; n"r do 1 belong to any personal
party .

OXK IE KM FOR PRESIDENT .
'1 be attempt to etiange tbe character of

ihe Republican pany betrins bv assault on
tne piii.cipics of the One Term for Pres-
ident . I herefore must our support of this
icquiii incut be made manifest; and here
we have Ihe testimony ol our President,
:.n. I what is stronger, bis example, show-
ing the nc essity of such limitation. iic

res.rts attest that before his nom-
ination he declared that "Ihe liberties of
Hie country cannot be mantained without
a tin.- term amendment to the Coustitu-lou.- '"

At this lime Air. Wade waa
piessiiiw iin.s very amendment. Then
iiier I is nomination, aud while his eleo-i-oi- i

was pending, the organ of the Re-
tell) party at Washington, where he
resided, commended him constantly as
i. itblul to the principle. The Morning
i hi-.- . ni. le of .lune 2, ls8, after the can-- a-

had commenced, proclaimed of tbe
candidate: e is, moreover, an advo-cd- e

t'f ti.e One Term principle , as con- -
1. icing toward the proper administration

id i he law a principle with which so
many prominent Republicans have iden-i.-ii- ed

ineniselves that it may be accepted
;s an article of party faith." Then again,

only 14, tbe same oigan insisted. Let
not i (.jigress adjourn w ithout passing the
(Lie 1'erui amendment to the Cons tilu --

uoti Tluere lias never been so lovarable
an ppomuiity . All parties are in favor
of it . General Grant is in favor of it.
Tne n.rtv that support General Grant
ucma'udsit. and above all else public mor-
ally call for it. ' Considering that the? e
pledges were made by an organ of the
party, and in bis verj- - presence, they may
oe accepted as proceeding from him . His
name must be added to the list with
Andrew Jackson, William Henry Harri-- -

n, Henry Clay and Bedjamin t . Wade,
ii: of whom are enrolled against the re- -.

gibility of a President,
iiiit his example as President is more

rii. in his testimony in showing the neces-iivofth- is

limitation. Andrew Jackson
lid not hesitate to say that it was required

in order to place the President beyond
ihe reach of auy improper influence and
uncommitted to any other course than the
trict line of constitutional duty. Wil- -.

am Henry Harrison followed in declaring
li.it with the adoption of this principle,
'the incumbent would devote all his time

to the public interest, aud there would be
no cause to misrule the country." Henry
Clay was satisfied after much observation
at if reflection, "that too much of tbe time,
the thoughts and the exertions of the

are occupied during the first
term in securing his Ben- - '

jauiiu F. Wade, after denouncing the
of the l'resideut said,

..re defects in the Constitution, and this is
among the most glaring."

And now our President by his example,
beside his testimony, vindicates all these
authorities. He makes us see how all
hat has been predicted of President

-- . eking is fulfilled; how this
desire dominates official conduct; how
naturally the resources of the Government
are employed to servea personal purpose;
how the national interests are subordinate
o individual advancement; how all ques-

tions, foreign or domestic, whether of
i caties or of laws, are handled with a

view to electoral votes: how the appoint-'.i- g
power lends itself to a selfish will,

acting now by the temptation of office and
hen by menace of removal,- - and, since

every otlice-hold- er aud every ofliee-.-eek- er

has a brevet commission in (he
predominant political party; how thel'resideut, desiring becomestiie active head of three
armies, the army of office-holder- s, 80 000
strong, the larger army of office-seeker- s,

and the army of the political partv, the
whole constituting a consolidated "power
which no candidate can possess without
peril to his country. Of tbese vast co-
operating armies the President is
commander-in-chie- f and generalissimo.
Through these he holds in submission

veil Representatives and Senators, and
makes the country his vassal with a con-
dition not unlike that of martial law whtsre
the disobedient are shot, while the various
i ings help to secure the prize. That this
is not too strong appears from testimony
before a Senate Committee, where a Pres-
idential lieutenant boldly denounced an
eminent New York citizen, who was a
prominent candidate for Governor; as.

obnoxious to General Grant." aud,
then with an effrontery, like the Presi-
dential pretensions, announced that

President Grant was the representative
and head ol the Republican party, and all
good Republicans should support him in
all his measures and appointments,, and
any one who did not do it should bt
crashed nut." Such things teach how
wi-- e were those statesmen who would
not subject the Presideut to the tempta-
tion or even the suspicion ol u.sing his vast
powers in promoting personal ends.

l'nqu stioiiably tiie One Man Power
lias increased latterly beyond example,
ow ing partly to the greater facilities of
intercourse, especially by telegraph, go
mat the whole country is easily reached;
pu-tl- to improvements in organization
by which distant places are brought intounity; and partly through the protracted
prevalence of the military

" spirit created
Ly the war.

Therefore, in opposing the prolonged
p iwer of the present incumbeut, I begta
by insisting that, for the good of the
. mntry and without reference to any per-
sonal failure, no President should be a
candidate tor and it U our
duty now to set an example worthy of
Republican Institutions. In the name
ol the One-Ter- m priuciple, once recog-
nized by him, and which needs uo other
evidence of its necessity than his own
Presidency, 1 protest against his attempts

obtain another lease of power. But
tins protest is on the threshold.
t'NFITNKSS KOKT1IE I'KESlbKXTIAL OKF1CK.

I protest against him as radically unfit
for the Presidential office, being essen-
tially military in nature, without expe-
rience in civil life, without aptitude lorcivil duties, aud wittiout knowledge ofRepublican Institutions, all of which isperfectly apparent, unless we are ready
to assume that the matters and things set
l .rth y are of no account aud then

in further support of the candidate
"V'.y- - t'l:U nepotism iu a President isnothing, that gift-takin- g with repayment

in official patronage is nothing, tha't vio-
lation of tne Constitution and of lawinternational and municipal, is nothing!
that indignity to the African race is noth-
ing, that quarrels with political associatesis nothing, and that all his presidential
pretensions in their motley aggregation,
being a new Cwsarisin or personal gov-
ernment, are nothing. But if these are
all nothing, then is the Republican party
nothing; nor is there auy safeguard for
Republican institutions.

APOLOGIES.
Two atxilogies I hear.
The first is that he means well and errs

from, waut of knowledge. This is not
much. It was said of Louis the Quarreler,
that be meant welt; nor is there a slate

bead-ston- e in any village burial ground
that does not record as much of tha ed

oa foiirta pg.)

Autbentie testimony places this
tyrannical abuse beyond question.
New York is the scene and Thomas
Murphy, Collector, the Presidential
lieutenant. Nobody doubts tbe in-

timacy between the President and
the Collector, who are bound to each
other by other ties t han those of sea-
side neighborhood. The Collector
was determined to obtain the control
of tbe Republican state convention,
aud appealed to a patriot citizen for
help, wbo replied that iu bis judg-
ment "it would be a delicate matter
for office-holder- s to undertake to dic-
tate to the associations in the differ-
ent departments as to tbe best men
to represent them." Tbe brave Col-
lector lieutenant of the President
said "that he should not hesitate
to do it; that it was Gen. Grant's
wish, and Gen. Grant was the head
of the Republican party, and should
beautbohty on this sabject." (.Yem
York Custom-hous- e investigation, vol.

1, p. 581. Testimony of Gen. Pal-
mer.) Plainly, the Republican party
was his perquisite, and all Republi-
cans were to do his bidding. From
the same testimony it appears that
tho Presideut, according to the state-
ment of his lieutenant, "wanted to
be represented in the Convention,
being the Republican Stato Conven-
tion of New York; wanted to have
his frie'nds therein the Convention;"
and the Presidential lieutenant, beii-- g

none other than tho famous Collec
tor, offered to appoint four men in
the Custom-hous- e, if the witness
would secure the nomination of cer
tain persons as delegates from his
district, and he promised "that he
would immediately send their names
to Washington and have them ap
pointed." (Itid., p. 625. Testi
mony of William Atkinson.) And
so the Presidential dictatorship was
administered. Offices in the Custom
house were openly bartered for votes
in the State Convention. Here was
intolerable tyranny with demorali-
zation like that of the slave market.
But New York is not only the scene
of this outrage. Tbe Presidential
pretension extends everywhere; nor
is it easy to measure the arrogance
of corruption or the honest indigna
tion that it quickens into hie.
PRESIDENTIAL CONTRIVANCE AGAINST

SANTO DOMINGO.

Those Presidential pretensions in
all their variety, personal aud
military, with reckless indifference
to law, naturally ripened iu the con-

trivance, nursed in hot-hous- e secrecy,
against the peace of the Island of
Santo Domingo 1 say deliberately,
against the peace of that island, for
under the guise of annexing a por-
tion tbere was menace to the Black
Republic of Hayti. This whole bus- -

ness, absolutely indefensible trom
beginning to end, being wrong at
every poiut, is the special and most
characteristic product ot the Ad
ministration, into which it intused
and projected itself more than into
anything else. Iu this multiform
disobedience we " behold our- - Presi-
dent. Already I have referred to
this contrivance as making an
epoch in Presidential pretensions.
It is my duty now to show its true
character as a warning against its
author.

A lew weeks only after beginning his
career as a civilian, and while occupied
with military usurpations and the perqui-
sites of office, he was tempted by over-
tures of Dominican plotters, headed bv
tne usurper Baez and tbe speculator
(Jaznean, the first an adventurer, con-
spirator, and trickster, described by one
who knows him well as "the worst man
living ot whom he has any personal
knowledge," and the second, one of our
own countrymen long resident on the
island, known as disloyal throughout thewar, and entirely kindred in character to
Buez. Listening to tbese prompters, and
wittiout one word in Congress or in the
press suggesting annexation of the Island
or any part of it, the President began his
contrivance, and here wo see abuse in
every form and at every step, absolutely
without precedent in our history.

The agent iu this transaction was
Orville E. Babcock, a young officer figur
ing in tne Blue Hoak ol the lime as one ot
the unauthorized "secretaries" at the
Executive Mansion, and also as a major
ot engineers. His published instructions.
under date ot July It , 1M9, were simply
to make inquiries: but the plot appears in a
communication ot the same date Iroiu the
Secretary of the Navy, directed to the
Mtuinole, a war-shi- p, with an armament
ol one ll-in- gun and tour
"to give him tne moral support of its
guns: " and this was followed bv a tele
graphic instruction to Key West for anoth-
er war-sh- ip "to proceed without a mo
ments' delay lo hanlo Domingo City, to
be placed at the disposal officii. Babcock,
while ou mat coast. ' wun such "moral
support tho emissary of the President
obtained from the usurper Baez that
famous protocol stiputatingithe annexation
ol Dominica to the United States iu con-
sideration ol $1,500,000, which the
young officer, lresii from the Executive
Mansion, professed to execute as "Aid- -

ip of ills Excellency Gen. Ulysses
S. Graut, President of the united States, ' '
is it, instead of Chief Magistrate of a Re
public, tbe Presideut were a military
chieftain with his foot in the stirrup, sur-
rounded by a military staff. The same
instrument contained the unblushing stip-
ulation that "Uis Excellency, Gen. liraut,
President ol the touted states, promises
frt'ivattly to use all his influence in order
that the idea ol annexing the I'otniuiean
Republic to the United States may ac
quire such a degree of popularity among
tbe members ol Congress as will be nec-
essary lor its accomplishment," which is
simply that tne l'resideut snail Deeouie a
lobbyist to bring about the annexation by
Congress. Such was the strange begin
ning, illegal, unconstitutional, and offen
sive iu every particular, but showing the
Presidential character.

On his return to Washington the young
officer, who had assumed to be "Aid-de- -

Cauip ot His Excellency. Gen. Llysses .

Grant," and had bound the President to
become a lobbyist lor a.wretched scheme,
instead of being disowned and repriman
ded, was sent back to the usurper with in
structions to nesroiiace two treaties one
for the annexation of Ihe half Island of
Dotninca and the other for the lease ol the
BayofSamana. By the Constitution of
the United States, "Embassadors and
other public ministers" are appointed by
the President, by and with the advice and
consent of the Senate; but our

bad no such commission. Presi-
dential prerogative empowered him, nor
was naval force wanting. With three
war-shi- ps at his disposal, he entered upon
negotiation with Baez and obtained the
two treaties. Naturally tor need to keep
the usurper in power while he sold his
country, and naturally such a .transaction
required a Presidential un
known to Constitution or law, rather
than a civilian duly appointed according
to Doth.
PRESIDENTIAL VIOLATIONS OP CONSTITU-

TIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LAW.

Oa other occasions it has been my sol-
emn duty to expose the outrages which
attended this hateful business, where at
each step we are brought face to lace wun
Presidential pretensions: first, in the
open seizure of the war powers of the
Government, as if he were already Ciesar,
forcibly interviewing in Dominica and
menacing war to Hayti, all of which is
proved by the official reports of tbe State
Department and Navy Department, being

THE SECRETARY OF THI NAVY BY

DEPUTY.

ivindred in character was the un
precedented attempt to devolve the
duties, of the Navy Department
upon a deputy, so that orders were
to be signed "A. E. Borie, Secretary
of the Navj, per D. D. Porter,
Admiral," as appears in the official
journal of May 11, 1868, or, accord-
ing to another instance, "Daniel D.
Porter, Vice Admiral, for the Secre-
tary of the Navy." The obvious
object of this illegal arrangement
was to enable tbo incumbent, who
stood high in the list of gift-maker- s,

to be Secretary without being
troubled with the business of the
office. Notoriously he was an in-

valid who, according to bis own con-
fession, modestly pleaded that he
could not apply himself to work
more than an hour a day; but the
President soothed his anxieties by
promising a deputy who would do
the work. And thus was this great
Department made a plaything; but
public opinion and other counsels
arrested the sport. Here 1 mention
that when this incumbent left his
important post it is understood that
he was allowed to nominate his
successor.
PRESIDENTIAL PRETENSION AT THE

INDIAN BUREAU.

At the same time occurred the
effort lo absorb the Indian Bureau
into the War Department, changing
its character as part of the Civil
Service. Congioss had already re-
pudiated such an attempt, but the
President, not disheartened by legis-
lative failure, sought to accomplish
it by manipulation and indirection.
First elevating a member of his late
staft to the head of the Bureau, he
then by a military order, dated May
7, ISfiy, proceeded to detail for the
Indian service a long list of "officers
left out of their regimental organi-
zation by the c nsolidation of the
infantry regiments," assuming to do
this by authority of the act of Con-
gress of June 30, 1834, which, alter
declaring the number of Indian
Agents, and how they shall be ap-
pointed, provides that "it shall be
competent for the President to re-

quire any military officer of the
United States to execute the
duties of Indian agent." (Statutes-at-Larg- e,

Vol,IV,p. 736.) Obviously
this provision had reference to some
exceptional exigency, and can be no
authority for the general substitute
of military officers instead of civil-
ians confirmed by the Seuate and
bound with sureties for the faithful
discbarge of their duties. And yet
upward of M) army officers were in
this way foisted into the Indian
service, ihe act ot ol
July 15, 1870, already quoted, crea
ted an incompatibility between mil-

itary service and civil, was aimed
especially at this abuse, and these
officers ceased to be Indian agents.
But this attempt is another illustra
tion ot I residential pretension.
MILITARY INTERFERENCE AT ELEC-

TIONS.

Then followed military interfer-
ence in elections, and the repeated
use of the military in aid of the
Revenue law under circumstances of
doubtful legality, until at last Gen.
lialleck and Gezi. Sherman protested;
the former, iu his report of Oct. 24,
1870, saying, "I respectfully repeat
tbo recuiuiucrjclatioti of my tnqt. an-
nual report, that military officers
should not interfere in local civil
difficulties, unless called out in the
manner provided by law; ' and the
latter, in his report of Nov. 10, 1870,
"I think the soldiers ought not to be
expected to make individual arrests,
or to do any act of violence except
in their capacity as a posse comdatus
duly summoned by the United States
Marshal and acting in bis presonal
presence." And so this military
pretension, invading civil affairs,
was arrested.

PRESIDENTIAL PRETENSION AGAIN.

Meanwhile this same Presidential
usurpation, subordinating all to
himself, became palpable in another
form. It was said of Gustavus Adol-
phus that he drilled his Diet to vote
at the word of command. Such at
the out-se- t seemed to be the Presi-
dential policy with regard to Con-
gress. We were to vote as he desired.
He did not like the Tenure-of-Offic- e

act, and during the first month of
bis administration his influence was
felt in both branches of Congress to
secure its repeal all, of which seem-
ed mote astonishing when it was
considered that he entered upon his
high truat with the ostentatious
avowal that all laws would be
taithfutly executed whether they
met his approval or not, and that he
should have no policy to enforce
against the will of the people. That
beneficent statue which he upheld
in the impeachment of President
Johnson was a limitation on. the
Presidential power of appointment,
and he could not brook it. Here
was plain interference with his great
perquisite of office, and Congress
must be coerced to repeal it. Tho
House acted promptly and passed
the desired bill, iu the Senate there
was delay and a protracted debate
during which the official journal an-

nounced.
'The Presided, in conversation with a

prominent seuator, a lew days since, declared
mat it waa bis intention not to send in any
nomination ualit detiuite action was taken tay

(jongress upon the leuure-of-Otfl- bill."
Here I veuture to add that a mem-

ber of the Cabinet pressed me to
withdraw my opposition to the re-

peal, saying that the President felt
strongly upon it. I could not under-
stand how a Republican President
could consent to weaken the limita-
tions upon the Executive, and so
I said, addine that, in my judgment,
h shnnld rather reach forth his
hands aud ask to have them tied.
Better always government of law
than of men.
PRESIDENTIAL INTERFERENCE rS LOCAL

POLITICS.

In this tyrannical spiril,and in the
assumption of his central imperial-
ism, he has interfered with political
questions and party mover ents in
distant states, reaching into Missouri
and then into New-York- , to dictate
how the people should vote,, then
nmninulatiDtr Louisiana ttirouirh a
brother-in-la- aDDointed Collector
With him a Custom-hous- e seems less
a place tor tbe collection ot . revenue,
than an engine of political influence,

o.uu.eu in our constitution, which place j

the war powers under saf. guard i f if"legislative branch, making any attpmpiby the President "to declare war"undoubted usurpation. But our Pre-i-- Ident like Gallin, cares for none .f thcf I

o'.iiss. m n7 t.-- i, venation or the con.
titiition was nuturaliy followed by a bare-

faced disregard of that equality "fnations,
which is the first principle of international
law, as the equality of met; is the princi-
ple of the Declaration of Independence;
and this sifcred rule was set aside in order
to insult ami menace Hayti. doing unto
the Black Republic what wr would not
have that Republic do unto us. nor what
we would have done to any white I'owcr.
To these eminent and most painful Presi
dential pretensions, the first adverse to
he Constitution and the second adversr

to international law. ndd the imprison-
ment ot an American citizen in Dominica,
by the Presidential conlederate lt.-- z fo;
fear of his hostility to the treat v il be ue.- -

allowed to reach New York, allot which
was known to bis subordinate. Buhccck i

and Caznean, and doubtless to himself, j

What was the liberty of an American fit - I

zen compared with the Presidential pre-- I
rogatlve? To one who hud tidied tf -

j

Constitution, on which depends ihe liiicru
of all. and then defied internatio al law'.
on which depends tbe (wai-- of tiie world, i

a single citizen immured in a distant dun -

geon whsoI small moment. But tins
only au illustration. Add now l he l.twle--- !
occupation of the Bay I Saniana lt.r j

many months after the "lp- - ( the treaty .

keeping the national flag living there and
assuming a territorial sovereignly which j

did not exist. 'iiieuadd the protracted I

support of Baez in his power !

tbe extent of placing the imiional tlig all
his disposal, and girdling the island with
our ships ol war, ail at iiinn. n-- e eo-- r and

'to the neglect ot oilier ervlce where tic
navy was needed.
PKFSIIiKN HAL HU:1HK itt.N- -

IlllVAM K.

This strange succession of acts, which I

if established for a precedent would over
turn Constitution and law, nai wi.i
bv another etas-o- f 1'residenual in unit st;i -

tions, being, lirsl. an uuMfiitly importu-
nity of Senator during l.e pendeucv '

the treaty, visiting the Capitol as a b.l b -

ist and summoning them to his presence '

in squads in obvious pursuance made by
bis and never disowned bv
htm, being intervention in the Semite.

by all ihe influence i f the an
pointing power, whether by reward or,
menace, all of which was as nneon-rit- u

tionai in character as that warlike in er- -
ventitiii on the island ; and tt.cn. mcer .!.- - ,

Date in the .senate, when the treaty was
lost on solemn vote, we were culled ro!
witness his self-will- effrontery in pro.-e--
ctiting the fatal error, icrurniug to the
charge in his annual message ar the en- -
suing session, insisting upon the coium- - i

ance as nothing less than the menus by '

which "our large debt abroad is to It,- -

ultimately extinguished." andchargina;
the Senate with Tolly" in rejecting

aud yet. while making this as-

tounding charge against a in t"

branch of Governmenr. and claiming such
astounding profits, he blundered geogra-
phically in describing the prize.

AU tnis oiversilieu periormance. A im
its various eccentricity ot effort, l ined.
The report of able Commissioners Iran--- I
ported to the island in au expensive war -

ship ended in nothing. The American
people rose against the undertaking and
insisted upon its abandonment. ly a
message cnarged with I'arihiau shafts ihe j

President at length announced that lie
would proceed no further in ttiis business. ;

His senatortal partisans, being a niaiorilv'
ot the Chamber, alter denouncing tho.- -
who had exposed the business, arrested
the discussion. In obedience to irrespon-
sible sentiment, and according to the
logic of myself. I teit it my duty to speak,
but the President would not forgive ni-- .

and Ins peculiar representatives toiiud me
disloyal to the party which I had served
so long and helped to found. Then wu
devotion to the President made the shib-
boleth of the parti".
WHEIiK WAS TH K OK AND INvjCEST OF Till:

NATION?
Such is a summary of the Santo Do-

mingo business in" its characteristic
features, but here are transgressions
in every form open violation ot
the Constitution in more than one essential
requirement, open vi dati n of the Inter-
national Law in more than one of its inosi

principles, flagrant insult to the
Black Hepublie with menace of war. com-
plicity with the wrongful imprison-
ment of an American citizen, lawless as-
sumption of territorial sovereignty in a
foreign jurisdiction , employment of the
national navy to sustain a being
an acts oi violence maintained oy an
agent calling himself "Aid-de-Cam- p ol
Clysseslsi. Grant, President of the United
States," and stipulating that tiis chief
should play the lobbyist to help the Con-gress, then urged bv orivute uoneals to
Senators and the influence ot the appoint
ing pnwer tyrannically employed by the
t residential loooyist, anil linnlh
urged anew in an Annual Mes- -
age. where undisguised insults to the

Senate with absurdity iu declaring pros
pective profits and with geographical ig
norance, such, in brief, is i bis multi-
form disobedience, where every particular
is of such aggregation as to merit tiie
most solemn judgment. Why the Grand
Inquest ot the nation, which brought
Andrew Johnson to the bar of the Senate,
should have slept ou this conglomerate
misdemeanor, every part ot which was
offensive beyond any technical offi-n--

charged against his predecessor, while it
had a tuck ground ol nepotism , gilt-taki-

officially compensated, and Various
Presidential pretensions beyond all pre
cedent all this will be one of the riddles
of American history, to be explained by
the extent to which the one man powei
had succeeded in subjugating tne Govern-
menr.

INDIGNITY III 1UK AIK1CAM RACK.

Let uie confess. Sir, that, while at each
stage t have felt this t r.tuny most keen-
ly, and never doubted that it ought t.
be arrested by impeachment, my feelings
have been most stirred bv the outrage to
Hayti, which, besides being a wrong to
the Black Republic, was au insult to the
colored race, not only abroad, but here
if home. How a t hief Magistrate, wiih
lour millions of colored fellow-citizen- s.

could have done this thing, passes c un- -
prehensioii. Did he suppose it would
not be known 'r Did he imaging it could
be bushed iu othcial pigeon-holes- ? Oi
was tie insensible to the true character
of his own conduct ? The tacts are iudis
pitiable. For more than two generations
Hayti had been independent, entitled
under international law toeoualitv among
nations, and, since emancipation iu our
country, commended t us as an example
oi being the urst lu tin- -

history ot the Atriean race and the prom- - j

iae ot the future. And yet our President. !

in bis effort to secure that Naboth's vine- - j

yard on which he had set lus eyes, u t
content with uiaiitaiiiing the usurper Baez
in power, occupying the harbors ot Dom-
inica with war-shi- ps sent other war-ship- s,

being none other than our most powerful
monitor, the Dictator, with the frigate.
Severn, as consort, and with yet other
monitors in their train, to strike at the
independence ol" the Black Republic, and
lo menace it with war. Do! err in anv
way, am I not entirely right when I s.y
that here was unpardonable outrage to
the African race ? As one who for years
has stood by the side of this much oppi ed

people, sympathizing always in their
woes and struggling for them! I felr the
blow which the President dealt, ami ii
beeame the more intolerable from the
heartless attempt, to defend it. Alas !

that our President should be willing to
wie'd the giant strength of the great Re-

public in trampling tipon the representa-
tive government of the Atiicmi race.
Alas that he did not ee the iutiuite debt
of friendship, kindness, and protection
due to that people, so that instead of
monitors and war-ship- s, breathing vio-

lence, be had sent a messenger of peace
and good will.

This outrage was followed by an inci-

dent in which the same sentiments wure
revealed. Frederick Douglass, remarkable
for his intelligence as for his eloquence,
and always agreeable in personal rela-
tions, whose only offense is a skin not
entirely Caucasian, was selected by the
President as one of the Commissioners to
visit Santo Domingo, aud yet on tiis re-
turn, aud almost within sight of the Ex-
ecutive Mansion, he was repelled from
the common table of the mail steamer on
the Potomac, where the other Commis
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8INM0R SUMNER S SPEECH IN THE SENATE ON

MAY 31, 1872.

lirilie I . S. Senate, on I'riday,
Senator Sumner moved that the Ap-

portionment hill bo indefinitely i'
and announced that nn this

motion lu! intended to make a speech
in vindication ill' himself. The
.Senate having refu-e- d to give him a
hearing on a more convenient occa-

sion, ho wan obliged to take advan-
tage of this opportunity.

"Anion Ilit- i.ui..s. s dtilit be
Jut' duwiiliiU ol linn odious, i j) it i it if

luc aalilr .li.tiitortii.
At stieli :t crisis is Oif eounuy l. 1. h ut ilic
in. rev ..I l.Hrra.-- and
...lil..s -j Lei-.-- r t,l Ihiii.hui l II. i, ry

lir.jitfrhain. An , ltr..iultnnrs Lile aii't
lull.-- ,, ..I in. i, t

Mr. Sumner addressed the Senate
art follows :

Mr. President : 1 have no hesita-
tion in declaring myself a member
of the Republican jiarty, and one of

the straite-- l of the sect. 1 doubt if
any senator can point to earlier or
more constant per vice in ils hehull.
I began at tiie beginning, and from
that early d ly have never failed lo
sustain its candidates, and to ad-

vance its principle-- . Koi" these I

have lahored always by speech and
Vote, in the Senate and elsewhere, at
first with lew only, but at las , as
success benan to dawn, then with
multitudes flicking forward. In
this caus.; 1 never asked who were
my associates or how many they
would number. In the conscien-
tiousness of right I wilt willing to
ho alone. To Mich a part', with
which much of my life is inter-
twined, I have no common attach-
ment. Not without regret can 1

see it sutler; not without a pang can
1 see it changed from its original
character, for such a change is
death. Therefore do I ask, with no
common feeling, that the peril winch
menaces it may pa-- " away. 1 stood
lV its era lie ; let me not follow its
liear.se. '

TIIK PRESIDENT AS A CIVILIAN.

To comprehend the personal gov-

ernment that has been installed over
us we must know its author. His
picture ii the neces-ar- v frontispiece;
not as soldier, let it he borne in
mind, but as civilian. The 1'resident
is titular heal ot the Army and
.Navy of the United States; but his
Office is not military or naval. As
if to exclude a .j 'U'tli on, ho is
classed by the ('.institution uuiotig
"civil officers." The rob .re, as civilian
1)0 is to be seen Then, perhaps, may
we learn tho secret of the policy so
adverse to republicanism in which he
perseveres.

To appreciate his peculiar charac-
ter as a civilian it is important to
know his triumphs as a soldier, for
the one is the natural complement
of the other. The successful soldier
in raily changed lo tho successful
civilian. There seems an incom-
patibility between tho two, mod. tin!
by the extent to which one has been
allowed to exclude the other. One
always a soldier cannot l ite in life
become a statesman ; one always a
civilian cannot late in life become a
soldier. K lucation and experience
are needed for each. Washington
and Jackson were civilian- - as well
an soldiers.

It would be bard to !i:id anything
in the native endowment ur in Uie
training of our cliiet'.ain to make,
him a.u illu-irio- ii exception ; at lea-- l
nothing of this kind is recorded.
Was mature more geiieroiH with him
than with Marlborough or Welling-

ton, Gusluvus Adolphus or Frederick
failed tha Great i () was his ex
porionce of l.l'e a better preparation
than theirs'' And yet they failed
except in war. It is not known that
our eliiofiain had an expel I'MK' J as a

civilian Until lie became President,
nor does any partisan attribute to
litrn that double culture which in
antiquity made the name man soldier
and statesman. It has been often
naid that be took i to of public
affairs, never voting but once in his
lite, and then for James Buchanan.
After leaving West Point ho became

a Captain in tho army, but soon
abandoned the service to reappear
at a later day as a suecesslul Gen
eral. There is no reason to believe
that he employed thin intermediate
jperiod in any way calculated to im- -

fame ih-- i nnl 'y inlrtmir- - anil
agreeable , since l.elwt'en a l'rirn.t
aud a mercenary the only ttixtimetimi itt, that
we Katu Uie oa4 uy our churaeler an.t e .nvrrsa-tio- u,

ami the oilier by our inooey." Clin u.-h'-

Lives; Claugh's Kilition; Vol. IV, p. 4711

What is done under the influence
of gifts is mercenary ; but whether
from ruler to subject or from subject
to ruler, the gift is equally perni
cious. An ancient patriot teared
"the Greeks bearing gifts," and these
words have become a proverb, but
there are Creeks bearing gifts else
where than at Troy. A public man
can trathc with such only at his
peril. At their appearance the
prayer should be said, "Lead us not
into temptation. "

1 ho best examples testify, lhus
in tne autohiography ot Lord
Brougham, posthumously published,
it appears tuat at a great meeting
in lilasgow 501) were subscribed as
a gift to him lor his public service
to vo put in such lorm as he migiit
think best, lie hesitated. "It re
quired," he records, "much consider- -

tion, as such gifts were liable to
abuse." Not content with his own
judgment, he assembleJ his friends
to discuss it, "Lord Holland, Lord
Kiskine, Koniilly and Baring." and
he wrote Karl Cray, afterward Prime
Minister, who replied : "Both (iran- -

ville and I accepted a piece of plate
from the Catholics iu Glasgow, of no
great value indeed, tifter ue were
turned out. If you still feel scruples,
I can only add that it is impossible
to err on the side of delicacy with
respect to matters of this nature."
It ended in his accepting a small
gold inkstand.

In our country Wasnington keeps
his lofty bights, setting himself
against gift-takin- g as against nepo-
tism. In 1785, while in private life,
two years after he ceased to be com
mander-in-chie- f of our armies and
four years before he became Presi-
dent, he could not be induced to ac-

cept a certain amount of canal stock
offered him by the State ot lrginia,
as appears in an official communica-
tion.

'It gives me privat pleasure lo inform you
that the Assembly, without a dtusentuig voice,
complimented you with iiO shares in the Poto-
mac Company and loo in he J allies Uiver Com-
pany." (Washington's Writings, Vol IX.,
p. 33; Letter of Kenjamio Harrison. .Ian. 6,
1775.

Fully to appreciate the reply of
Washington, it must be borne in
mind that, according to Washington
Irving, his biographer, "Some de-

gree of economy was neuessarj , for
his financial affairs had suffered dur-
ing the war, and the products of his
estate had fallen off." But he was
not tempted. Thus he wrote :

"How would this matter be viewed by the
eye ot the world, and what wotilH be its opin-
ion when it comes to be related that George
Washington accepted 20,(W0V I n.ler whatever
pretense, and however customarily tiu-a- e gilts
are made in other countries, it I accepted tins
should I not henceforward be considered a de-
pendent? 1 never lor a moment entertained
the idea of excepting it." (Ibid., p. Let-
ter lo Beujaniln Harrison, .lanuarv, lM, 17S0.

How admirably he touches the
point when he asks, "If I accepted
this, should I not henceforward be
considered as a dependent?" Ac-

cording to our Scripture the gift
blinds the eyes; according to Wash-
ington it makes the receiver a do
pendent. In harmony with this sen-

timent was his subsequent refusal
when President, as is recorded by
an ingenious writer :

'He was exceedingly careful about commit-
ting himself, would receive no favors of any
kind, and scrupulously paid for everything. A

large house was set apart lor him on Ninth
street, on the grounds now covered by tin- - Penn
sylvania University, which he reiused lo
accept." Col. Forney's Anecdotes.

By such instances brought to light
recently, and shining in contrast
wit h our times, we learn to admire
anew the virtue of Washington.

It would be easy to show how, in
alt ages, the refusal of gifts has been
recognized as the sign of virtue, if
not. the requirement ot duty, the
story ot St. Louis ot r ranee is
beautiful and suggestive. Leaving on
a crusade he charged tho ( ueon Ke
gent.who romained behind,"not to ac
cept presents for herself or hor child
ren. Such was one ot the mjune
tions by which this monarch, when
far away on a pious expedition un
pressed himself upon his country.

My own strong convictions on
this Presidential pretension were
aroused in a conversation which it
was my privilege to enjoy with John
(jumcy Adams, as he sat in bis sick
chamber at his son's house in Bos
ton, a short time before he fell at
bis post of duty in the House of
Kepresentattves. In a voice trem
bling with age and emotion he said
that no public man could take gifts
without peril, and he confessed that
bis own judgment had been quick-
ened by the example of Count Uo- -

nanzoff, the eminent Chancelor of
the Russian Empire, who, atter re-

ceiving costly gifts from foreign
sovereigns with whom be had nego-
tiated treaties, felt a difficulty of
conscience in keeping them, arid at
last nanaea over tneir value to a
hospital, as be related to Mr. Adams,
then Minister at .St. .Petersburg.
The latter was impressed by this
Russian example, and through his
long career as Minister abroad, Sec
retary of State, President, ami Rep
resentative, always refused gilts, nn-les- s

a book or some small article in
its nature as a token and not a reward
or bribe.

The Constitution testifies against
the taking of gifts by officers of the
United States, when it provided that
no person holding any office of profit
or trust under them shall, without
vne consent ol the Congress, accept
ui any present or emolument from
any king, prince, or foreign State.
The acceptance of a present or
emolument from our own citizens
waa left without constitutional in-
hibition, to be restrained by the
public conscience and the just aver


